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After autopsy, the chirugeons found no venom, but "cer-
tain bloody spots: wherefore they judged him to have died
"of a superfluity of blood; and, if he had been phlebot-
"omized, he would have had no harm."
The second case is that of the Lord Christopher Bain-
bridge, Cardinal-Presbyter of the Title of Santa Prassede,
and Orator of King Henry VII Tudor at the Court of the
Lord Leo P.P. X. He died in Rome, in 1514; and, says
Mgr. Paris de Grassis the Caerimonarius, "when his death
"was ascribed to venom (—this surely ought to prove that
the suspicion was habitual, and no more appropriate to the
Borgia than to any other family of this period,—) "by
"command of the Pope he was eviscerated, and it was
""found that his heart was diseased on the right side/'
Now this Cardinal Bainbridge, whose death obviously
was due to organic disease, has come down to posterity as
a victim of venom; while Cardinal Dellarovere, whose
sahna presented far more suspicious, in fact distinctly sus-
picious, symptoms, is reputed to have died a natural death!
Of all the wonderful and subtile recipes for venoms
which are believed to have been possessed by European
potentates about this time, only one now is accessible: but
it is dated 1540, exactly thirty-seven years after the Lord
Alexander P.P. VI died of his double-tertian fever. It is
a Venetian recipe, and comes from the Secret Archives of
the Council of Ten.1 Arsenic, antimony, orpiment, and
aconite, are to be subjected to a long long process of
preparation, similar to those wondrous stews in which
Messer Giambattista della Porta, in company with every
other respectable mage, had his continual joy; and, when
all is done, the ignorant inventor of this horrible venom
says that he cannot guarantee its success. Why? The dose
of any single one of those four venomous ingredients alone
would have been fatal."1 Why should their combination
bring uncertainty? For the simple reason that the boiling
1 Lamansky. Secrets de PEtat de Venise. Petersburg. 1884.

